
The Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) represent knowledge, skills, and abilities 
(KSAs) that tell the difference between each grade level. Students are responsible for 
KSAs at the previous grade(s) and Achievement Level(s). These assessment ALDs are 
not inclusive of all knowledge, skills, and abilities at each grade level. 
 

Grade 3 Mathematics 
 
Exceeds Standard 
Students at the Exceeds Standard level in mathematics demonstrate a more complete 
understanding of how to solve and justify mathematical and practical problems. 
Students working at this achievement level exhibit the following knowledge, skills, and 
abilities: 
• Solve multistep addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division problems using whole 

numbers and monetary values in practical situations. 
• Extend patterns. 
• Solve practical problems using time. 
• Justify predictions made using graphical representations. 
 
Meets Standard 
Students at the Meets Standard level in mathematics demonstrate the application and 
use of models and tools to solve mathematical and practical situations. Students 
working at this achievement level exhibit the following knowledge, skills, and abilities: 
• Solve multistep addition and subtraction problems using whole numbers up to 1000, 

including monetary amounts. 
• Extend patterns. 
• Determine elapsed time to the ½ hour. 
• Read number lines, frequency tables, and pictographs to predict future events. 
 
Approaching Standard 
Students at the Approaching Standard level in mathematics demonstrate confidence 
with using concrete resources (tools). Students working at this achievement level exhibit 
the following knowledge, skills, and abilities: 
• Solve one-step subtraction problems using whole numbers up to 100. 
• Complete patterns to the nearest term. 
• Read a clock using 5 minute increments. 
• Read frequency tables. 
 
Emergent/Developing 
Students at the Emergent/Developing level find mathematics to be challenging. 
Students working at this achievement level exhibit the following knowledge, skills, and 
abilities: 
• Solve one-step addition problems using whole numbers up to 10. 
• Recognize simple patterns. 
• Read simple information from a pictograph. 
 
  



Grade 3 Reading 
 
Exceeds Standard 
Students at the Exceeds Standard level in reading select from a variety of skills and 
strategies to enhance comprehension of text. Students working at this achievement 
level exhibit the following knowledge, skills, and abilities: 
• Predict and make inferences about character traits and the sequence of events. 
• Predict and draw conclusions about information from headings, subheadings, and 

numbers/steps in directions. 
 
Meets Standard 
Students at the Meets Standard level in reading use skills and strategies to comprehend 
text. Students working at this achievement level exhibit the following knowledge, skills, 
and abilities: 
• Use knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, prefixes, base words, suffixes, and dictionary    

entries to determine word meaning. 
• Describe setting, sequence of events, and character traits. 
• Identify main idea and supporting details. 
• Explain the purpose of information from text using headings, subheadings, text boxes, 

and illustrations. 
 
Approaching Standard 
Students at the Approaching Standard level in reading demonstrate a literal 
understanding of text. Students working at this achievement level exhibit the following 
knowledge, skills, and abilities: 
• Identify prefixes, base words, and suffixes. 
• Identify setting, sequence of events, and character traits. 
• Identify details from text. 
• Locate information using headings, subheadings, and text boxes. 
 
Emergent/Developing 
Students at the Emergent/Developing level find the process of reading text challenging. 
Students working at this achievement level exhibit the following knowledge, skills, and 
abilities: 
• Identify synonyms and antonyms. 
• Identify the main character. 
• Gain information from illustrations and locate information using 

numbers/steps in directions. 
 


